
1 

 

CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, 

MISSOURI 

 

REGULAR MEETING, July 21, 2014 

 

A Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Richmond Heights, Missouri 

was held on Monday, July 21, 2014 at 7:30 p.m. in the City Hall Council Chambers, 

at 1330 S. Big Bend Boulevard.  The meeting was opened with The Pledge of 

Allegiance.  Present were Mayor James J. Beck, Council Members Rick Vilcek, Matt 

Casey, Reginald Finney, Rob Jacknewitz and Camille Greenwald.  Ed Notter, Dan 

Sebben and Megan Moylan were necessarily absent.  Also present were Amy 

Hamilton, City Manager, and Ken Heinz, City Attorney. 

 

ANNOUCEMENTS 

 

Mayor Beck announced the electronics recycling drive will be held at The Heights on 

Saturday, July 26 at 10 a.m.-2 p.m.  

 

Mayor Beck reminded registered voters to be sure to vote in Tuesday’s August 5 

primary election. 

 

Mayor Beck announced the regularly scheduled Plan & Zoning meeting will be held 

on Thursday, August 21at 7 p.m. in the Council chambers. 

 

Mayor Beck stated The Heights will be closed for maintenance August 25 to August 

29 for their annual maintenance. 

 

CITIZEN’S COMMENTS NO. 1 

 

Ruth Tompkins-7948 Lavington-asked if a construction schedule had been set for 

the building of the Public Works facility as she was wondering if her proposals for 

fencing had been included in the plans.   

 

Ms. Hamilton stated bid package had not been finalized to send and publish but it was 

hoped that by end of August/early September they should be going out to bid.  

Included in the fence budget plans now are asking for a base bid for an 8’ wood fence 

and the City will examine the returned construction bids and will decide if there are 

funds to change the material composition of the fence.   

 

Ms. Hamilton stated the materials used in construction could possibly be Menard’s 

products, but that would not necessarily be going to be in the specs.  Ms. Hamilton 

did note that these things will be decided within the next 90 days.  

 

Joann Bailey-1513 Banneker-complained to the Council that the lights from the new 

Wagner project are too bright and shine into her bedroom windows.   
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Mayor Beck stated the Code has certain restrictions on light spillage and said the light 

shields should be in place. 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated they may not have been installed as yet and will have Mr. Reary 

check on this when he returns from vacation. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Regular Meeting 

July 7, 2014 

 

Mr. Vilcek moved, Mr. Casey seconded, a motion for the approval of the minutes of 

the Regular Meeting of July 7, 2014.  Carried unanimously. 

 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

Battalion Chief Greg Steffen  

Recognition 

 

Ms. Hamilton asked Chief Hogan to describe a recent situation that occurred in the 

firehouse bay last week. 

 

Chief Hogan described a conflict that occurred when a couple drove their car into the 

empty firehouse bay for shelter after being pursued by another individual in his car.  

Mr. Steffen, alone in the firehouse as the others were out on call and upon hearing the 

commotion, went to help the couple who were being harassed by a volatile individual.  

Mr. Steffen had called police, but before they arrived, it was clear Mr. Steffen had to 

control the individual who threatened him and the couple and was able to bring him 

to the ground and held him there until help arrived. 

 

Chief Hogan stated he was very impressed with Mr. Steffen’s control of the situation 

and was proud of his actions. 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated that Mr. Steffen was used to taking care of people in his usual 

job, but not in this same sort of violent situation and the City was very proud of him. 

 

Mayor Beck stated the road rage situation was handled well and noted he and the 

Council was proud of how he took charge of the situation. 

 

Financial Software Implementation Contract 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated the City will be in need of new financial software as the program 

now used (Fundwarel) is obsolete and no longer supported. Ms. Hamilton stated Ms. 

Fox’s memo to the Council reported that the Cities of Brentwood, Maplewood, Des 

Peres and Richmond Heights formed a team to research financial software.  After 
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reviewing presentations, viewing tutorials, the cities collectively issued an RFP and 

from the 11 proposals submitted, found that Tyler Technologies financial software 

Incode, provided the best package with a strong local presence and option that was 

written specifically for municipal governments. Ms. Hamilton stated that with the 

muni cooperative, the cities were able to get a discount from Tyler Technologies. Des 

Peres, Manchester and Maplewood have converted to Incode with Des Peres and 

Manchester choosing the cloud alternative and Maplewood chose the on-site solution. 

 

Ms. Fox explained there are two types of application and storage types, on-site where 

the City’s IT staff is in charge of the backup procedures and software updates and the 

“Cloud” hosted solution that the software and data are stored off site and server 

maintenance, etc. is done automatically and not the responsibility of the City. Ms. 

Fox stated  

 

Mr. Casey asked if the Council could wait until the August 4 meeting to give the 

Council time to review Ms. Fox’s memo. 

 

Mayor Beck asked why was there such a difference in prices from the vendors which 

seemed to have a very wide range top to bottom. 

 

Ms. Fox stated some of the responses were for software programs that did not really 

fit the municipal needs and the companies responding had to outsource some of the 

needs to present a complete program and that ultimately boosted the costs for their 

package. 

 

Ms. Fox stated that two of the best, Springbrook and Tyler/Incode were the best fit 

for municipal government needs, but Tyler had a St. Louis presence.  Ms. Fox stated 

that not having to host the software, hardware, licensing, etc. and letting the software 

and data be stored off-site makes a difference in pricing and a savings.  Ms. Fox 

stated the city would not own the software which might be considered a downside, 

but off-site placement also means if there is a server crash/failure, the City does not 

have to go through the repair/recovery process that may or may not work with longer 

downtime. 

 

Mayor Beck stated he did not have a problem with the cloud/hosted program. 

 

Ms. Fox stated that Springbrook, while a less expensive program did not have a St. 

Louis presence where Incode has numerous municipalities and school districts which 

use Incode and appreciate the local presence for support. 

 

Mr. Vilcek asked why would it take so long to implement the new Incode program. 

 

Ms. Fox stated the Finance Department wanted to wait until November to begin the 

conversion due to annual audit work done, and it takes at least 10 months to transfer 

the information, training, preparation, etc.  Ms. Fox stated she hoped by July 2015 to 

begin or if not, January 1, 2016 the calendar year.   
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Mr. Vilcek stated the cloud program would prevent the crash/downtime as the City 

experienced recently. 

 

Ms. Fox agreed, noting there are many different locations where the backup and 

information is stored 

 

Mr. Finney asked if there would be future discounts such as we are enjoying with the 

multi-city purchase. 

 

Ms. Fox stated probably not, this was a benefit enjoyed this time. 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated we will continue this contract approval item until the Council 

has a chance to review Ms. Fox’s memo. 

 

Request for Proposals 

City-owned residential lots 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated Staff would like a directive from Council to publish a RFP for 

sale for purpose of construction of infill residential lots owned by the City at 8008 

Dale Avenue, 8024 Dale Avenue, 7713 West Ranken and 7925 Hicks Avenue.  Ms. 

Hamilton stated the proposals were to be received by the end of August and Council 

could make a determination of which respondents submit the best fit by early October 

and possibly close on them by the calendar year. 

 

Mr. Casey moved, Ms. Greenwald seconded, a motion to direct Staff to prepare and 

publish a Request for Proposal for sale for the purpose of construction of infill 

residential lots owned by the City.  Carried unanimously. 

 

CH2M HILL 

Construction Inspection/Administrative Services Agreement 

Dale Avenue Project 

 

Ms. Hamilton asked for approval to direct the Mayor to execute an agreement with 

CH2M HILL for providing construction inspection and administrative services for the 

Dale Avenue Streetscape Project.  Ms. Hamilton stated the project has gone past the 

scheduled end date and anticipates the project will be completed in another 30 up to 

50 more working days and as federally funded projects require construction 

inspection, this contract covers those extended services.  

 

Mr. Finney suggested that the City be sure to include more contractual conditions in 

any next project the City does as this project is an example of when a project goes 

beyond the agreed upon completion date, adding these additional contract costs which 

the City has to pay through no fault of their own. 
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Ms. Hamilton agrees that these costs should be borne by the contractor but was not 

included in the contract at the time of execution. 

 

Mayor Beck stated that the construction inspection is definitely needed as we go 

through the additional 50 days or so of work to complete the project. 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated that over the last few days there has been an improvement in the 

pace of the Dale Avenue work on the project with additional workmen on site and 

more qualified workers there to meet the schedule that has been provided. 

 

Mr. Casey asked if the Wise Avenue contract details have been worked on yet and 

who will be over-seeing the project. 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated the City is working on that now to finalize all the right of way 

work the City is doing along with the modifications made during the process.  Ms. 

Hamilton stated the City will be contracting with Weis Design Group, but while 

construction inspection contract details have not been finalized, the City is planning 

on Weis for that service.   

 

Ms. Hamilton stated the City hopes to have a Public Works Street Superintendent in 

place in the City and will be going out for applications for that position shortly.  Ms. 

Hamilton stated the City is re-vamping the Public Works Department; Mr. Palecek 

who is currently Acting Director, will then be focused on facilities, fleet, sewer 

laterial work, and the Street Superintendent will be in charge of all the streets, capital 

improvement projects and snow removal work.  Ms. Hamilton stated these two will 

report to the Assistant City Manager. 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated that once in place, the Street Superintendent will take the duties 

of over-seeing the Wise Avenue Project.  Ms. Hamilton stated there will still be the 

need for the construction inspector and that will be planned to out-source that 

position. 

 

Mr. Casey stated he felt the lack of power in the contract has caused issues with this 

Dale Avenue project and hopefully we can learn from this. 

 

Mr. Jacknewitz asked if there are any other change orders with the Dale Avenue job. 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated the contractor will be giving us a quote to repair/replace some of 

the concrete street slabs on Dale. 

 

Mr. Gipson stated the Big Bend intersection will also have some changes made to the 

original plan as it will be scaled back in scope. 

 

Mr. Vilcek asked if the new street superintendent will have any influence over the 

utility companies and the work they perform in the City; sometimes doing work 
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without notifying residents of exactly what will be happening to their streets, 

driveways, and utilities as they work in our area. 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated the new street superintendent will be overseeing any utility work 

done in the City’s right of way, and while we do have the permitting process, it is 

hoped there will be more concentrated attention to the work these utility companies 

are doing in our area with more oversight on their projects.  

 

Ms. Greenwald moved, Mr. Vilcek seconded, a motion to authorize the Mayor to 

execute an agreement with CH2M HILL to provide construction inspection and 

administrative services on the Dale Avenue Streetscape Project.  Carried 

unanimously. 

 

CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT 

 

None. 

 

BILLS PREVIOUSLY INTRODUCED 

 

None. 

 

INTRODUCTION OF NEW BILLS 

 

Bill No. 5400; first reading 

Approves agreement providing confinement services 

of prisoners services with City of Maplewood, MO. 

 

Mr. Vilcek moved, Mr. Finney seconded, a motion for the first reading of Bill No. 

5400. Carried unanimously.  Bill No. 5400 was presented and read. 

 

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING AN INTERGOVERNMENTAL COOPERATION 

AGREEMENT FOR PROVIDING CONFINEMENT OF PRISONERS SERVICES 

BETWEEN THE CITIES OF MAPLEWOOD AND RICHMOND HEIGHTS, 

MISSOURI. 

 

Bill No. 5400 was laid over to the next meeting. 

 

Bill No. 5401; first reading 

Approves agreement providing conveyance of prisoners 

services with City of Maplewood, MO. 

 

Mr. Vilcek moved, Ms. Greenwald seconded, a motion for the first reading of Bill 

No. 5401.  Carried unanimously.  Bill No. 5401 was presented and read. 

 

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING AN INTERGOVERNMENTAL COOPERATION 

AGREEMENT FOR PROVIDING CONVEYANCE OF PRISONERS SERVICES 
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BETWEEN THE CITIES OF MAPLEWOOD AND RICHMOND HEIGHTS, 

MISSOURI. 

 

Bill No. 5401 was laid over to the next meeting. 

 

Bill No. 5402; first reading 

Approves Final Plat for Lot Consolidation of several 

lots of property located in the City of Richmond Heights 

and the City of Maplewood, MO, to become new Lot 1-A 

for the MRH Chaney Elementary School at 1800 Princeton Ave. 

 

Ms. Greenwald moved, Mr. Finney seconded, a motion for the first reading of Bill 

No. 5402.  Carried unanimously.  Bill No. 5402 was presented and read. 

 

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE FINAL PLAT FOR LOT 

CONSOLIDATION, THEREBY COMBINING SEVERAL LOTS OF 

CONTIGUOUS PROPERTY LOCATED IN THE CITY OF RICHMOND 

HEIGHTS AND CITY OF MAPLEWOOD, MISSOURI, AS DESCRIBED HEREIN 

AS TWO TRACTS OF LAND; LOT A OF CONSOLIDATION PLAT OF 

CHANEY SCHOOL AND LOT 4 OF PENNSYLVANIA PARK PLAT 2 TO 

BECOME NEW LOT “1A – CHANEY SCHOOL” FOR THE MRH 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL AT 1800 PRINCETON AVENUE. 

 

Bill No. 5402 was laid over to the next meeting. 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

Resolution No. 14-08 

Appoints Joseph Mooney, Cathy Raftery, 

Steve O’Loughlin to act as successor Directors 

Of the Cheshire Community Improvement 

District, with term expiring June 1, 2017. 

 

Mr. Finney moved, Ms. Greenwald seconded, a motion for the reading of Resolution 

No. 14-08.  Carried unanimously.  Resolution No. 14-08 was presented and read. 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, 

MISSOURI, APPOINTING JOSEPH MOONEY, CATHY RAFTERY AND 

STEVE O’LOUGHLIN TO ACT AS SUCCESSOR DIRECTORS TO THE 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE CHESHIRE COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT 

DISTRICT, EACH TO A TERM ENDING JUNE 1, 2017. 

 

Mayor Beck asked for a vote of approval of Resolution No. 14-08.  Carried 

unanimously.  Mayor Beck declared Resolution No. 14-08 approved. 

 



8 

 

Resolution No. 14-09 

Appoints Mike Jones to office as a member of the 

Police and Firemen Fund Board of Trustees to fulfill 

an unexpired term ending December 1, 2014. 

 

Mr. Vilcek moved, Mr. Finney seconded, a motion for the reading of Resolution No. 

14-09.  Carried unanimously.  Resolution No. 14-09 was presented and read. 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, 

MISSOURI APPOINTING MICHAEL JONES, A RESIDENT CITIZEN, TO 

OFFICE AS MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE POLICE AND 

FIREMEN RETIREMENT FUND, TO FILL AN UNEXPIRED TERM OF OFFICE, 

EXPIRING DECEMBER 1, 2014. 

 

Mayor Beck asked for a vote of approval of Resolution No. 14-09.  Carried 

unanimously.  Mayor Beck declared Resolution No. 14-09 approved. 

 

Resolution No. 14-10 

Encourages Richmond Heights voters to carefully 

consider and opposition vote to the proposed  

Transportation Sales Tax Amendment No. 7 as they 

Vote on August 5, 2014. 

 

Mr. Finney moved, Mr. Casey seconded, a motion for the reading of Resolution No. 

14-10.  Carried unanimously. Resolution No. 14-10 was presented and read. 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND 

HEIGHTS, MISSOURI URGING THE VOTERS OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS TO 

CAREFULLY CONSIDER AN OPPOSITION VOTE TO THE PROPOSED 

TRANSPORTATION SALES TAX AMENDMENT NO. 7 BALLOT ISSUE ON 

AUGUST 5, 2014. 

 

Mayor Beck explained it was felt that tax implementation should be directed at those 

who use the roadways; trucking lines, gasoline users, etc. rather than through a sales 

tax that would not be fair to those who are not the largest transportation users.  

 

Mayor Beck asked for a vote of approval of Resolution No. 14-10.  Carried 

unanimously. 

 

CITIZEN’S COMMENTS NO. 2 

 

None. 
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Closed Session 

 

At approximately 8:20 p.m., Mr. Casey moved, Ms. Greenwald seconded, a motion to 

hold a closed meeting with closed record and closed voting pursuant to Subsections 

(1), (2), and (12) of Section 610.021, RSMo., 2010, in order to discuss legal actions, 

causes of legal action or litigation involving a public governmental body, and any 

confidential or privileged communications between a public governmental body or its 

representatives and its attorneys and leasing purchase or sale of real estate by a public 

governmental body where public knowledge of the transaction might adversely affect 

the legal consideration therefore, and documents related to a negotiated contract. 

AYES: Mr. Finney, Mr. Vilcek, Mr. Jacknewitz, Ms. Greenwald, Mr. Notter, Mr. 

Casey and Mayor Beck. NAYS:  None. Mayor Beck declared the Council would meet 

in closed session. 

 

At approximately 8:50 p.m., Council returned to open session. 

 

With no further business to come before the meeting, at approximately 8:51 p.m., Ms. 

Greenwald moved, Mr. Finney seconded, a motion to adjourn.  Carried unanimously. 

 

Mayor Beck declared the meeting, adjourned. 

 

 

___________________________ 

       PATRICIA S. VILLMER 

       DEPUTY CITY CLERK 

 

 

 

APPROVAL: 

 

________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 


